
Maitai Walkway Upgrade

Construction dates: 
November 2013 to July 2014

A “Heart of Nelson” project
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INTRODUCTION
One of the important sites for development of the Rutherford and Trafalgar 
Park concept plan will be the Maitai River edges. The proposal interprets 
cultural significance, enhances the identity of Nelson’s connection to the 
sea, improves ecological quality and creates a setting for diverse recreational 
activities.  

The works include improvements to the pedestrian linkages around and under 
the QEII Bridge including increasing headroom under the bridge for pedestrians 
and cyclists..

INFLUENCES
- the cultural significance of the place as a landing area;
- the importance of the Maitai River to Nelson’s environment;
- the importance of providing a high quality public place in Rutherford 
Park for all the community;
- the importance of linking the city to the sea in a generous manner;
- the opportunity to facilitate access to the water’s edge; and
- the opportunity to address water quality and flooding issues.

D E S I G N  S T A T E M E N T

DESIGN COMPONENTS:
- pathways

Generous promenade at a consistent elevation;
Increase the width of the Maitai Walkway to enhance and 

improve pedestrian and cycle access
Increase the head height under the QEII bridge
Create a new access route between the Maitai Walkway and 

Wildman Street

- spaces: 
Waka landings along edges on gravel beaches, formed terraces 

and a floating pontoon; 
Natural edges which allow visibility between path and water;
Tidal terraces to allow safe access down to water;
Bridge decks that project pedestrians over the edges. 
Paruroroa park that is designed to interpret old shore and 

landing;
Pocket Park next to library: and
Maitai deck at entry to walkway from Trafalgar Street

DESIGN APPROACH
- subtlety - the river is the powerful element and focus; artifice is 
deferential to the river. 
 
- refinement - this is a maritime urban site with a significant cultural 
history; interpretation of this will occur through landscape treatment of 
maritime and urban elements.   

- coherence - a pathway with repeated elements (lighting and seating) 
that provides a simple legibility of place. 

- diversity - spaces that have definitive characters as subsets to the river 
and the pathway. 

- materiality -  predominantly natural materials (coastal planting and 
gravels) with insertions of maritime urban materials, (concrete paving, 
steel poles, and timber decking). 
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Planter filter terraces with gabion basket structures, gravel 
pathways, steps between levels and scattered seating elements.

Groups of seating on the upper terrace adjacent to Maitai 
Walkway.

Timber viewing decks with seating.

Tree grove within limechip surfacing.

Existing pedestrian bridge to remain.

Viewing terraces with access to a floating pontoon.

Improved Maitai Promenade, with a new widened pathway (min. 
3.0m) as well as new lighting and furniture.

Sculptural retaining wall to wrap around the footpath to allow for 
the increase in headroom under the bridge.

New footpath to link the River edge to the Wildman Avenue 

Newly planted edge to the River with the refurbishment of the 
existing rip rap.

Existing pedestrian bridge access to remain.

Gravel ramped access into the Maitai River.
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Gravel garden beds with locally sourced river boulders.

Historic headland park /Parurōroa Park with Takaka marble 
feature stones within and a boundary wall of concrete with 
argillite aggregate seams.

Existing walkway to remain within this ownership plot (outside of 
NCC ownership).

Pocket Park with limechip and lawn surfacing as well as the 
relocated play equipment within new safety surfacing.

Maitai river edge deck.Q
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