
Welcome to one of Nelson’s most-loved 
nights of entertainment, Opera in the Park. 

How exciting to have our favourite 
event back centre stage at Saxton Field. 

We are very proud to welcome the New 
Zealand Symphony Orchestra to Nelson 
after a five-year hiatus. This is their only 
outdoor concert for the year, so we’ll be 
their single biggest audience for 2018. 
Joining them are three incredible singers – 
Anna Leese, Simon O’Neill and Bic Runga, 
all under the guidance of conductor 
Hamish McKeich and Musical Director 
Pete Rainey, once again showcasing the 

fantastic wealth of talent we have in  
New Zealand. 

Opera in the Park is a truly special event, 
one that brings locals and visitors, young 
and old together for a night under the 
stars, and no doubt some very fabulous 
picnics! 

This is the second year we’ve had the 
Pay It Forward programme – a very real 
thanks to everyone who donated extra 
tickets – which means that tonight we can 
give a special welcome to Big Brothers Big 
Sisters and the Blind Foundation. 

Opera in the Park is most definitely a 

highlight of the 2017/18 Summer Events 
programme. A big thanks to Pomeroy’s and 
Combat Pyrotechnics for the fireworks that 
will close the evening in spectacular fashion.

So, settle in, relax, introduce yourself to 
your neighbouring picnickers, and enjoy this 
extraordinary night. 

Pre-show: Anaglypta & Nelson City Brass
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BIC RUNGA
Bic Runga ONZM needs little introduction.  
Since the release of her first single ‘Drive’ in 
1996, a top ten hit when she was just 20, Bic 
has been awarded almost every musical honour 
in New Zealand, including the prestigious APRA 
Silver Scroll song writing award and more Tuis 
(NZ Music Awards) than any other individual. 
Regarded as one of the most iconic albums in 
New Zealand history, Drive secured the New 
Zealand Music Award for Album of the Year in 
1998, after going platinum seven times. Late 
last year Bic toured the country to mark the 20th 
anniversary of Drive. 

PETE RAINEY 
Musical Director
Pete Rainey MNZM 
has been musical 
director of Opera  
in the Park since  
its inception in 1999.  
He has conducted 
the Nelson Civic 
Choir, the Nelson 
Male Voice Choir and 
was the founding 
director of the 
National Male Choir 
of New Zealand. 
Pete is co-director 
of the nationwide 
high school music 
competition 
Smokefree Rockquest, 
and plays violin in the 
gypsy swing band 
Django Schmango. 

NEW ZEALAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Established in 1947, the New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra is one of the world’s oldest national 
symphony orchestras and one of only a few in 
the world that tour throughout the year. NZSO’s 
reputation for artistic excellence attracts many of 
the world’s leading conductors and soloists. In 
its touring programmes each year the NZSO can 
perform more than 100 concerts in more than 
30 different communities across New Zealand 
to audiences in excess of 100,000 people. Many 
more enjoy the Orchestra’s performances through 
RNZ Concert broadcasts, film soundtracks – 
including instalments in The Lord of the Rings and 
The Hobbit series – and CD recordings. NZSO also 
nurtures New Zealand’s best young musical talent 
through its Learning & Connecting programmes 
and the NZSO National Youth Orchestra.

HAMISH MCKEICH
Conductor
Hamish McKeich has 
forged an impressive 
international conducting 
career alongside a 
passionate loyalty for 
developing the repertoire 
of contemporary and 
experimental music. In 
2002 he established a 
partnership with NZSO 
and is currently their 
Associate Conductor. 
Working regularly in 
Europe and with all the 
major orchestras in New 
Zealand and Australia, 
McKeich has given over 
100 world premieres of 
new works. He is also 
chief conductor of the 
contemporary ensemble 
Stroma. McKeich 
studied conducting with 
Professor Ilya Musin 
and Valery Gergiev. In 
2012 he was awarded 
a Douglas Lilburn Trust 
citation for services to 
New Zealand music.

SIMON O’NEILL
Internationally acclaimed tenor, Simon O’Neill ONZM  
returns to Opera in the Park, marking ten years 
since his first performance. After a busy 2017, 
with appearances at the Berlin, Bayerische and 
Hamburg Staatsoper, Carnegie Hall, the Barbican 
Centre, the Edinburgh International Festival and 
BBC Proms; Simon returns to Nelson directly 
from the debut concerts of his signature role of 
Siegmund in Die Walküre with the New York 
Philharmonic. His 2018 appearances include: 
the Berlin Staatsoper, Berlin Staatskapelle, the 
Dallas Symphony, Halle Orchestra, Swedish Radio 
Symphony, New Zealand Opera in Christchurch 
for Tosca and a countrywide tour with the  
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra.

NELSON CITY 
BRASS
Having celebrated 
their 160-year 
anniversary last 
year, our very own 
Nelson City Brass 
join us to add some 
real sparkle to the 
entertainment. 
Under the baton 
of Musical Director 
Nigel Weeks, the 
band continues to 
present a much loved 
and appreciated 
range of concerts 
around Nelson.

ANAGLYPTA
Anaglypta vocalist 
Angel Pearson and 
acoustic guitarist Shane 
Clayton span many 
styles and musical 
genres with a song list 
that includes popular 
and classic hits, blues, 
jazz and anything 
else that grabs their 
attention. They’re 
joined by Simon 
Williams, bringing 
the velvety tone of 
his saxophone to add 
even more texture and 
colour to Anaglypta.

ANNA LEESE
Anna Leese studied at University of Otago, and 
has been the recipient of many awards and prizes, 
as well as representing New Zealand in the Cardiff 
Singer of the World competition. Her performance 
highlights include Mahler’s 2nd Symphony with 
Bernard Haitink, an all-Mozart programme with 
the Scottish Chamber Orchestra and Sir Roger 
Norrington at BBC Proms, performances at the 
Royal Opera House Covent Garden and Wigmore 
Hall, with New Zealand Symphony and Auckland 
Philharmonia orchestras. In 2016 she sang the 
role of Mary/Luck in a new work by Ross Harris 
(libretto by Vincent O’Sullivan), Brass Poppies, 
for the New Zealand and Auckland Arts Festivals. 
Anna’s recordings include Elgar’s The Apostles, 
a recital disc with Graham Johnson, and Haydn’s 
Italian Love Songs.



PLEASE TAKE THIS PROGRAMME  
WITH YOU ON SATURDAY EVENING. 

PRE-SHOW ENTERTAINMENT 
FROM ANAGLYPTA AND 
NELSON CITY BRASS

THIS EVENING’S COMPÈRE 
IS PETE RAINEY, MUSICAL 
DIRECTOR.

STAR WARS MAIN THEME 
[WILLIAMS]
NZSO
With 51 Academy Award nominations, 
John Williams is the second most-
nominated individual, after Walt Disney.  
In 2005, the American Film Institute 
selected Williams’ score to 1977’s Star 
Wars as the greatest American film score 
of all time.

RUSALKA: SONG TO THE MOON 
[DVORÁK]
Anna Leese
Song to the Moon comes from Antonín 
Dvorák’s opera, Rusalka. This particular 
aria is sung by the title character Rusalka, 
the daughter of a water goblin, who 
wants nothing more than to be human 
after she falls in love with a hunter/prince 
who frequents the lake in which she lives. 
Rusalka sings this song asking the moon 
to reveal her love to the Prince. 

BE MY LOVE [BRODSZKY/ CAHN]
Simon O’Neill
Be My Love is a popular song with lyrics 
by Sammy Cahn and music by Nicholas 
Brodszky. Published in 1950, it was 
written for Mario Lanza. His recording of 
the song sold over two million copies.

FANTASIA ON GREENSLEEVES 
[VAUGHAN WILLIAMS]
NZSO
This exquisite four-minute orchestral 
miniature has far eclipsed the song it was 
inspired by – Greensleeves – a traditional 
Tudor melody which was put to masterful 
use by Vaughan Williams. In this delightful 
piece, he manages to capture the very 
essence of England in music. 

MERRY WIDOW: LIPPEN 
SCHWEIGEN [LEHÁR]
Anna Leese & Simon O’Neill
Franz Lehár worked with librettists Leo 
Stein and Victor Leon to produce his 
greatest success, Die lustige Witwe (The 
Merry Widow). Coming near the end of 
the operetta, the duet Lippen Schweigen 
(Lips Stay Silent) is probably the work’s 
most famous number.

SWAN LAKE ACT 2, SWAN 
THEME [TCHAIKOVSKY]
NZSO
Though the original composition of Swan 
Lake was initially received negatively, 
with audiences and critics claiming that 
the music was too complex to be a ballet 
piece, the work is now seen as one of 
Tchaikovsky’s most valuable, and threw 
him into the realm of the most important 
ballet composers.

DIE TOTE STADT: MARIETTAS 
LIED [KORNGOLD]
Anna Leese
Die tote Stadt (The Dead City) was one 
of the greatest hits of the 1920s. Within 
two years of its premiere it had circled the 
globe, including several performances at 
the Metropolitan Opera in New York City. 
The Berlin première was on 12 April 1924 
with Lotte Lehmann as Marietta/Marie 
and Richard Tauber as Paul.

TANNHÄUSER: O DU MEIN 
HOLDER ABENSTERN [WAGNER]
Simon O’Neill
The title of this aria translates to Oh, My 
Gracious Evening Star. Wolfram is in love 
with Elizabeth, but so is Tannhäuser. One 
evening, Wolfram has a premonition of 
Elizabeth’s death and prays to the evening 
star to guide her to heaven. 

THEME FROM SCHINDLER’S LIST 
[WILLIAMS]
NZSO
Considered by many to be the finest film 
score of recent decades, Schindler’s List 
followed hot on the heels of Spielberg and 
Williams’ collaboration on Jurassic Park – 
and it couldn’t be more different. When 
he first saw the film, the composer told 
the director: “You need a better composer 
than I am for this film.” Spielberg replied, 
“I know. But they’re all dead!”

TOSCA: RECONDITA ARMONIA 
[PUCCINI]
Simon O’Neill
This aria is sung by the painter, Mario 
Cavaradossi, when comparing his 
love, Tosca, to a lady he was painting. 
“Recondita armonia” roughly translates as 
hidden or mysterious harmony.

OTELLO: GIA NELLA NOTE 
DENSA [VERDI]
Anna Leese & Simon O’Neill
In the quiet of the night, Otello is 
alone with Desdemona. Together they 
remember how Otello won her love with 
stories of his desert homeland, his life in 
exile, and his exploits as a warrior. He tells 
her, “You loved me for the dangers I had 
passed, and I loved you that you did pity 
them”. They pray that their love will never 
change, and they kiss tenderly. 

THEME FROM JURASSIC PARK 
[WILLIAMS] 
NZSO
John Williams felt he needed to write 
“pieces that would convey a sense of ‘awe’ 
and fascination,” given that the movie 
dealt with the “overwhelming happiness 
and excitement” that would emerge from 
seeing live dinosaurs. This theme is widely 
regarded as one of Williams’ greatest.

BURSTING THROUGH [RUNGA]
Bic Runga

NE ME QUITTE PAS [BREL]
Bic Runga
‘Don’t Leave Me’ is a 1959 song by 
Belgian singer-songwriter Jacques Brel.

PRECIOUS THINGS [RUNGA]
Bic Runga

SOMETHING GOOD [RUNGA]
Bic Runga

ONE MORE CUP OF COFFEE 
[DYLAN]
Bic Runga
Bob Dylan’s song was written in 1975, 
and is an eerie-sounding tribute to a 
woman with eyes “like two jewels in the 
sky” and a rich and powerful father. 

SWAY [RUNGA]
Bic Runga

LA BOHEME: MI CHIAMANO MIMI 
[PUCCINI]
Anna Leese & Simon O’Neill

LA BOHEME: O SOAVE 
FANCIULLA [PUCCINI]
Anna Leese & Simon O’Neill
There is a knock at the door. It is a girl 
who lives in another room in the building. 
Her candle has blown out, and she has no 
matches; she asks Rodolfo to light it.  
She says her name is Mimì (Sì, mi 
chiamano Mimì – ”Yes, they call me 
Mimì”), and describes her simple life as 
an embroiderer. Rodolfo’s friends call 
impatiently for him. He answers and turns 
to see Mimì bathed in moonlight (duet, 
Rodolfo and Mimì: O soave fanciulla – 
”Oh lovely girl”). They realize that they 
have fallen in love. Rodolfo suggests 
remaining at home with Mimì, but she 
decides to accompany him to the Cafe 
Momus. As they leave, they sing of their 
newfound love.

FIREWORKS FINALE
Brought to you by 

and Combat PyrotechnicsThe production team reserves the right to change the programme if necessary.



2018 NELSON OPERA IN THE PARK
PRESENTED BY: WITH THE SUPPORT OF:

GET IN EARLY
Gates open at 5.30pm. 
Please ensure that you are seated by 
7.15pm for the 7.30pm show.
Be prepared for a two and a half hour 
show, including intermission.

SEATING
There are areas for LOW chairs and rugs, 
separate from HIGHER chairs. Please follow 
the instructions of our ushers and comply 
with this arrangement so that everyone can 
enjoy the show.

REFRESHMENTS
You can bring your own picnic and 
refreshments, including alcohol, but  
please do NOT bring glassware. We need 
to avoid broken glass on the field. 

There will be food stalls plus a bar  
selling wine, beer, 
cider and non-
alcoholic beverages.  

The Nelmac Water 
Tanker will be 
available so make 
sure you bring your 
own water bottle.

PACK IT IN, PACK IT OUT
We are working towards Zero Waste and 
encourage you to bring your own crockery 
and utensils so you don’t create rubbish. 
Please use our compost bins carefully and take 
all non-compostable rubbish away with you. 

SMOKING
This is a no-smoking and no-vaping venue 
and event.

ENJOY THE SHOW!

FOR EVERYONE’S ENJOYMENT...

TOILETS GATE $ TICKETS

PUBLIC PARKING

DROP OFF BUS DROP OFF / PICK UP

DISABILITY / ELDERLY PARKING

E ELDERLY L BLANKETS / LOW SEATS

SALISBURY ROAD / MAIN
 ROAD STOKE

L
E $

$

SAXTON 
OVAL

FOOD / DRINKFIRST AID / RECOVERY

FIREWORKS
(no access 9 – 10.15pm)

TRAVEL TO THE EVENT
FREE BUSES: Nelson Bus Station, Bridge St,  to Saxton before and afterwards; from 4.15pm  to 6.45pm, via Tahunanui and Bishopdale. DRIVING: There are roadworks on Saxton  Road east, so please use the Salisbury Rd /  Main Rd Stoke entrance.

More info: www.nelsonsummer.nz

STAGE 


